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ings was of such a nature as might well stimulate a
man sensible to reputation to fulfil it in a manner
agreeably to the directions he had received, and not
only above just cause of exception, but out ,of the
reach of suspicion and malice. In that situation it
was natural to suppose he would cast his eyes upon
men of the first repute and consideration among the
Mussulmen of high rank.

Mr Hastings, instead of directing his eyes to the
durbar, employed his researches in the seraglio. In
the inmost recesses of that place he discovered a
woman secluded from the intercourse and shut up
from the eyes of men, whom he found to corre-
spond with the orders he had received from the
Directors, as a person well " qualified for the affairs
of government, fit to be a minister of government
and the guardian of the Nabob's minority." This
woman he solemnly invests with these functions.
He appoints Rajah Qourdas, whom some time after
lie himself qualified with a description of a young
man of mean abilities, to be her duan, or steward
of the household. The rest of the arrangement was
correspondent to this disposition of the principal of-
fices.

It seems not to have been lawful or warrantable
in Mr. Hastings to set aside the arrangement pos-
itively prescribed by the Court of Directors, which
evidently pointed to a man, not to any woman what-
ever. As a woman confined in the female apart-
ment, the lady he appointed could not be competent
to hold or qualified to exercise any active employ-
ment: she stood in need of guardians for herself,
and had not the ability for the guardianship of a
person circumstanced as the Subah was. General